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ILLINOIS
American College of Surgeons 
(ACS)
Eleanor K. Grimm was hired as an as-
sistant to the College’s founder in 1913, 
and played a pivotal role in capturing 
and recording the history of the first 
fifty years of the college. The ASC 
Archives has scanned three volumes 
of Grimm’s “retirement scrapbooks,” 
which contain her correspondence 
with surgical luminaries from the 
first half of the twentieth century. 
These can be accessed on the ACS 
Archives Web site: http://www.facs 
.org/archives. 
National Archives at Chicago
The National Archives at Chicago is 
completing several major renovation 
projects that will substantially extend 
the life of the building and improve 
conditions inside. Renovations include 
a new roof, wall stabilization, two new 
HVAC units to address temperature 
and humidity swings in the stacks 
and processing areas, and a row of 
new archival shelving, as well as the 
sealing of gaps that cause significant 
air infiltration. 
Park Forest Historical Society 
(PFHS)
The Park Forest Local History Col-
lection and Archive is now open to 
the public, having spent five years in 
remote storage at various locations 
due to a flood in January 2007. This 
year, the Park Forest Public Library 
and PFHS are using a grant from the 
Village of Park Forest to rent a room 
at St. Mary’s School. The PFHS hopes 
that the Library will continue to help 
support the collection in which it 
shares ownership. Currently at risk is 
the 1950s Park Forest House Museum, 
which PFHS may need to relocate or 
close due to a rent increase. See http://
www.parkforesthistory.org.
INdIANA
Avon-Washington Township 
Public Library 
The Avon-Washington Township 
Public Library recently received a 
Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA) grant from the Indiana State 
Library to digitize the Huron Heri-
tage Collection of rare photographs 
and documents. Although Avon is 
only 16 years old, the area was settled 
and developed in the 1820s and 1830s 
by hardy pioneers. See http://www 
.avonlibrary.net. 
Indiana digital Archives
Adams County recently became the 
thirty-sixth Indiana county to have 
its naturalization records added to 
and made available through the 
Indiana Digital Archives. Fifteen 
naturalization books containing 
1,625 entries and spanning the era 
from 1854 to 1957 were indexed as a 
part of this project. Specific records 
indexed include: Declarations of In-
tention, Petitions for Naturalization, 
Final Oaths, and the Stubs of the 
Certificates of Naturalization. The 
preponderance of immigrants listed 
are of Swiss and German ancestry. 
See http://indianadigitalarchives.org.
Indiana Historical Society 
The Indiana Historical Society (IHS) 
Web site’s (http://www .indianahistory 
.org/library/) most recent collection is 
the William Henry Harrison Papers 
and Documents (1791-1864). This 
digital collection was made possible 
by a 2011 grant from the Indiana State 
Historic Records Advisory Board.
Indiana State Archives 
The Indiana State Archives is working 
with the Library of Congress to bring 
the Digital Preservation Outreach and 
Education (DPOE) Train-the-Trainer 
program to the Midwest this August. 
Twenty-four people will be trained to 
provide the DPOE program in their 
area, region, or state. The five-day 
program will be held at the Indiana 
State Library in Indianapolis in 
August. Eligible states to participate 
in the Midwest program include 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 
Stipends for travel and hotel ac-
commodations will be provided by 
the Indiana State Archives through 
the generosity of an LSTA grant 
from the Indiana State Library. See 
http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/
education/index.html.
Indiana University 
Bloomington 
The Office of Archives and Records 
Management at Indiana Univer-
sity (IU) Bloomington has released 
the Student Life at IU project. Serving 
to host selected collections concern-
ing the activities of IU students, 
the Student Life at IU Web site 
http://www.dlib.indiana.edu/omeka/
archives/studentlife/ brings together 
memorable moments drawn from the 
holdings of the IU Archives. Student 
Life at IU is part of an initiative at 
the IU Archives designed to depict 
and describe the cultural, social, and 
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political activities of students during 
their time at Indiana University. 
Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods
The mission of the Sisters of Provi-
dence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
Indiana, in Arequipa, Peru, from 
1963 to 1975 is the focus of a new 
Heritage Museum exhibit in Provi-
dence Center. Included in this exhibit 
are many hand-carved items, such 
as Nativity sets, dolls, crosses and 
Arte Grotesque pieces; hand-crafted 
items like blankets, ponchos, napkins, 
purses, and a sterling silver cross; and 
several paintings, photos, and school 
annuals. The Heritage Museum is free 
and open to the public.
Society of Indiana Archivists 
The Society of Indiana Archivists 
(SIA) held its annual conference at 
the University of Indianapolis April 
27–28. The Pre-Conference Workshop 
on Disaster Planning included hands-
on exercises taught by conservators 
from the Indiana State Archives and 
the Indiana State Library. The theme 
of the conference was outreach, which 
included sessions that addressed Indi-
ana History Day, outreach initiatives, 
digitizing collections, grant writing, 
Web statistics, and lone arranger issues. 
The presentations will be available on 
the SIA Web site soon at http://www 
.inarchivists.org. 
Iowa
Iowa State University (ISU)
This year is the sesquicentennial an-
niversary of the Morrill Act of 1862, 
which funded land grant colleges. 
Iowa was the first state to accept the 
provisions of the Morrill Act, and, 
for this anniversary, the ISU Special 
Collections Department has made the 
papers of its first president, Adonijah 
Strong Welch, available on-line. 
Welch served as the president of the 
Iowa State Agricultural College (now 
ISU) from 1869 until 1883, and then 
as chair of the History of Civilization 
and Practical Psychology Department 
until his death in 1989. Welch’s 
papers can be accessed at http://tw.gs/
Sbx70.
KANSAS
University of Kansas (KU) 
Libraries 
In 2011, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities awarded $70,939 
to the University of Kansas Libraries 
for cataloging and digitizing the col-
lection of John Gould, a nineteenth 
century British publisher of illustrated 
bird books. Approximately 6,300 
manuscript drawings and paintings 
and lithographic stones, proofs, and 
published prints will be made acces-
sible on-line. The project will also 
catalog the research archive of the 
late Gould biographer Gordon Sauer. 
Robert J. dole Institute of 
Politics, University of Kansas 
The “Herb Block Exhibition” will 
be on display at the Robert J. Dole 
Institute of Politics, University of 
Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, until 
August 21. The exhibit features five 
panels of political cartoons on the 
topics of environment, education, 
civil rights, and democracy, as well 
as caricatures of 13 U.S. presidents 
by four-time Pulitzer Prize-winning 
editorial cartoonist Herb Block. The 
exhibit is on loan from the Herb Block 
Foundation. 
KENTUCKY
Filson Historical Society 
The Filson Historical Society is 
proud to announce that Emily Hikes 
has been awarded its H. F. Boehl 
Summer Internship. Hikes will be at 
The Filson for two months assisting 
with general collections management, 
reference, and social media endeavors.
Northern Kentucky University
Archivist Lois Hamill received a 
University Community Partnership 
grant to acquire the Cyrus Reasoner 
Civil War Correspondence. This 
collection has been digitized and is 
now available on the Special Collec-
tion’s Web site at http://archives.nku 
.edu/special_collections/collections/
reasoner/index.php. 
University of Kentucky Special 
Collections Library 
On April 20, 2012, University of 
Kentucky (UK) Special Collec-
tions Library with UK’s School of 
Music hosted a program, reception, 
exhibit, and recital honoring UK’s 
composer-in-residence Joseph Baber, 
and dedicated the donation of his 
papers (1937–2007). Program attend-
ees listened to a presentation about 
Baber’s life and compositions, and 
received a specially-printed keepsake 
created by the Special Collections 
King Library Press based on the score 
from Baber’s opera Rumpelstiltskin. 
The evening recital featured three 
of Baber’s compositions performed 
by various UK music school faculty 
members.
Michigan
Michigan Technological 
University
The Michigan Tech Archives and 
Copper Country Historical Collec-
tions has begun a two-year project 
funded by a $168,000 grant from 
the National Historical Publica-
tions and Records Commission’s 
(NHPRC) “Detailed Processing 
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Projects” program. The grant sup-
ports two project archivists, Rachael 
Bussert and Daniel Michelson. The 
project will improve access to 92 
historic collections documenting 
the history of Michigan’s Copper 
Country, from the copper mining, 
railroad, and maritime industries to 
records of local schools, churches, and 
social organizations. Project updates 
will be posted to the Archives’ blog at 
http://blogs.mtu.edu/archives.
and open to the public. Carleton has 
also begun digitization of over five 
hundred hours of oral history inter-
views of Carleton faculty, students, 
alumni, and staff facilitated by the 
college from 1991 to the present. This 
project will be completed by the fall 
of 2012. See http://apps.carleton.edu/
digitalcollections/.
Northfield History 
Collaborative 
The Northfield History Collaborative 
in Northfield, Minnesota, received a 
$7,000 Legacy Fund Grant to survey 
local historical records belonging to 
members of the Collaborative. These 
surveys will be used by the Collabora-
tive to create a documentation strat-
egy for Northfield area institutions, 
create on-line collection descriptions, 
and plan for future digitization proj-
ects. Current collection descriptions, 
as well as scanned photographs and 
documents, can be found at http://
northfieldhistorycollaborative.org/.
MISSOURI
Museum of Osteopathic 
Medicine
The Auxiliary to the Missouri Asso-
ciation of Osteopathic Physicians and 
Surgeons, and the Auxiliary to the 
American Osteopathic Association, 
whose missions are to promote and 
support the osteopathic profession, 
provide annual grants and support to 
those who actively promote the pro-
fession and its legacy. The Museum 
of Osteopathic Medicine received 
recognition from both organizations 
for its work on preserving the history 
of the profession, for a total of $5,500 
for the digitization, preservation, and 
access of early osteopathic medical 
journals and books. See http://www 
.atsu.edu/museum.
Missouri Association of 
Museums and Archives 
In partnership with the Missouri 
Humanities Council, the Missouri 
Association of Museums and Archives 
will hold its annual conference on Oc-
tober 19–20, 2012, in Jefferson City. 
On Friday, attendees have the option 
to attend behind-the-scenes tours of 
local museums and an opening recep-
tion. Saturday’s conference panels 
focus on the basics of creating an ex-
hibition, preservation of archival and 
museum collections, and fundraising/
development. For more information, 
visit http://missourimuseums.org.
National Archives at Kansas City 
Join the National Archives at Kansas 
City for What is Old is New: Rediscov-
ering Records for Genealogy Research, 
on October 6. Genealogy records 
once found on microfilm are becom-
ing available on-line. Learn to use and 
access these tools and resources, and 
re-examine records for clues that may 
have been missed. For information, 
contact kansascity.archives@nara.gov.
National World War I Museum
The National World War I Museum 
has begun the digitization of its 
museum and archival collections for 
access purposes as a goal of the insti-
tution’s long-range strategic plan. Last 
summer, the Museum was awarded a 
two-year grant that provided funding 
for a collections registrar position, 
whose primary responsibility is collec-
tions digitization, and the purchase of 
equipment to accomplish that work. 
Nebraska
Nebraska State Historical 
Society
The seamy side of life is getting 
some attention at the Nebraska 
This poster for a social event in Mohawk, 
MI, is part of MS-717, Scott Print Shop 
Samples, one of 92 collections to be pro-
cessed during an NHPRC-funded project 
at the Michigan Tech Archives. Image 
#ACC-03-117D-001-08-04 courtesy of 
the Michigan Tech Archives.
MINNESOTA
Carleton College 
Carleton College in Northf ield, 
Minnesota completed the digitization 
of its archival news releases from 
1951–2001, consisting of 20,000 
pages. The entire collection is full text 
searchable, downloadable as PDFs, (Continued on page 28)
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State Historical Society (http://www 
.nebraskahistory .org) in the exhibit, 
“Hard Time: Nebraska’s Historic 
Mug Shots.” Presenting a rogues’ gal-
lery of people incarcerated by the 
Nebraska penal system, the exhibit 
is based on the Society’s extensive 
collection of prison mug shots dating 
back to the 1860s. Public case records, 
newspaper accounts, and other images 
round out the stories of common 
criminals, from chicken thieves to 
prostitutes.
North dakota
University of North dakota
The Chester Fritz Library is winding 
up its fiftieth anniversary year, and 
the Elwyn B. Robinson Depart-
ment of Special Collections, in col-
laboration with the Department of 
History, has digitized an assortment 
of photographs, documents, and 
recordings for the The Fritz @ 50 Web 
site http://library.und.edu/fritz-at-50/. 
The Library has hosted several special 
events, including presentations and 
“Cold Recall,” a Norwegian exhibit 
commemorating the centennial of 
Roald Amundsen’s discovery of the 
South Pole.
Ohio
Case Western Reserve 
University
The Kelvin Smith Library has ac-
quired the archives of the Cleveland 
Play House, America’s first profession-
al regional theater, founded in 1915. 
Processing began in January 2012 and 
is estimated to be a three-year project. 
Progress reports and descriptions of 
some of the treasures revealed can 
be seen at http://library.case.edu/
ksl/collections/special/localinterest/
clevelandplayhouse/.
Ohio EAd FACTORy
The EAD FACTORy, a consortium 
of Ohio institutions, currently con-
tains nearly 2,700 finding aids (http://
ead.ohiolink.edu). The consortium 
has joined the Social Networks and 
Archival Context (SNAC) Project, 
a joint effort to increase access to 
primary sources through the use 
of EAD and EAC-CPF by pulling 
together biographical records of per-
sons, corporate bodies, and families. 
A second phase, now underway, will 
substantially increase the number of 
source finding aids and develop new 
tools and methods for data discovery 
and use. See http://socialarchive.iath 
.virginia.edu/.
Society of Ohio Archivists 
(SOA)
The SOA (http://www.ohioarchivists 
.org) announced its 2012 Merit Award 
winners. William Barrow, special col-
lections librarian at Cleveland State 
University, was recognized for his ef-
forts in founding and directing Cleve-
land Memory and Ohio’s Heritage 
Northeast projects. Angela O’Neal, 
director of Collections Services at the 
Ohio Historical Society (OHS), was 
recognized for her outstanding service 
to SOA and for promoting archives 
within Ohio.
SOUTH dAKOTA
South dakota digital Archives 
South Dakota Digital Archives, http://
sddigitalarchives.contentdm.oclc.org/
cdm, an on-line resource that went 
live in January, makes these collec-
tions more accessible to the public 
and protects the originals. While the 
resource contains documents from 
government and manuscript collec-
tions, the largest collection consists 
of photographs, which are made 
available through the “Preserving 
South Dakota in Photos” initiative. 
The archives photo digitization staff 
is digitizing and cataloging images 
that number more than 16,050, now 
available on-line.
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